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bankrupt economy, Spain, England,
and France sent their fleets and forced
the surrender of Veracruz.

Because General Zaragoza was serv-
ing as head of the War Ministry, Presi-
dent Juarez initially sent one of his
other generals to Veracruz, Mexico.
When the general saw the awesome
forces of the great European powers
arrayed in front of Veracruz, he imme-
diately resigned.

President Juarez then turned to Gen-
eral Zaragoza to lead the Army of the
East. Although the Spanish and the
English withdrew after negotiations
with President Juarez, the French
army, recognized as the finest army in
the world at that time, began its
march towards Mexico City. Napoleon
III had dreams of an empire in the
Americas, with Mexico as its center, in
alliance with the Confederate States of
America. However, standing in the way
of French conquest was General
Zaragoza.

The young Mexican general was de-
termined to make his stand at Pueblo,
100 miles east of the capital. He did not
know it could not be done. His ill-
equipped and outnumbered Army was
composed of farmers, Indians, militia
and many young residents of Puebla.
Many had obsolete firearms or they
used rocks, sticks and machetes.

The French forces attacked on May 5,
1862. The battle lasted throughout the
day. Despite repeated assaults by the
French calvary and infantry, General
Zaragoza’s army held. They were fight-
ing for their homes and their families
and they would not be denied a victory.

The French were forced to retreat in
defeat. After that battle, General
Zaragoza proved he was a man of com-
passion as well as valor. He ordered his
medical staff to treat the French
wounded. He received a hero’s welcome
in Mexico City, but while visiting his
own sick troops, he contracted typhoid
fever and died soon after, on September
8, 1862. He was only 33 years old. He was
given a state funeral; and on Sep-
tember 11, 1862, President Benito
Juarez declared May 5, Cinco de Mayo,
a national holiday.

This weekend’s celebrations in
Goliad were even more special as the
birthplace of General Zaragoza was re-
opened to the public and rededicated
after several months of renovation.

Mr. Speaker, I want to especially
thank Lupita Barrera and the Texas
Department of Parks and Wildlife for
the wonderful job they did restoring
this great man’s home.

Mr. Speaker, I am extending an invi-
tation to the two Presidents of Mexico
and the United States to come to
Goliad, Texas this next year.

The people of Goliad are proud and deter-
mined to keep the legacy of General Zaragoza
alive. The little town and surrounding commu-
nities have taken the time not only to cele-
brate, but also to teach their children the true
lesson of Cinco de Mayo; namely, the freedom
we now enjoy has a price, and each succes-
sive generation must be vigilant and willing to
continue the fight if freedom is to endure.

Goliad is over a thousand miles away from
Puebla, Mexico. Yet the citizens of Goliad
have adopted Puebla and Hidalgo, Nuevo
Leon, Mexico, the birthplace of General
Zaragoza’s wife, Rafaela Padilla, as sister cit-
ies. Cooperation, trade and interaction among
the three cities is vigorous. People along the
border realize that what affects their neighbors
affects them as well.

The Rio Grande River—a Heritage River,
has become a bridge between two peoples
and two rich cultures. We all prosper through
open communication, undying friendship and
growing trade. This, too, is a lesson of Cinco
de Mayo. General Zaragoza helped preserve
our Union by defeating the French troops.
Today, trade with Mexico is helping to drive
our booming economy and strengthening the
North American continent. In this inter-
dependent world, we truly need each other.

As you can see, I—Congressman HINOJOSA
am very proud to represent and speak in the
Halls of Congress for Goliad and Goliad Coun-
ty. I am starting early—I am extending a very
cordial invitation to Mexican President
Vincente Fox and President George W. Bush
to jointly visit Goliad, Texas during May of
2002 to celebrate Cinco de Mayo. I want to
extend the invitation to all of you, my col-
leagues in Congress, as well.

Mr. Speaker, include for the Record an ex-
emplary speech given at Saturday’s Goliad
Cinco de Mayo celebration by Professor
Armando C. Alonzo, an Associate Professor of
History at Texas A&M University into the
RECORD immediately following my remarks.
EXCERPTS FROM TALK GIVEN BY PROF.

ARMANDO C. ALONZO AT THE CINCO DE MAYO
CELEBRATION

Good morning. I’m very happy to be here
today with all of you for today’s celebration
and I want to thank the Society of General
Ignacio Zaragoza for inviting me to be part
of this important event along with the city
and county officials as well as Congressman
Ruben Hinojosa. I’m always happy to be in
Goliad because I also have some roots in this
area because my father was born and raised
in Yorktown, not very far from here. I want
to make two points today without going too
much into the historical facts of General
Zaragoza’s victory over the French in 1862
because others have already talked about
that.

One of the important things about this
celebration is that it comes from the citizens
of the community not from scholars, politi-
cians, or those of us who are at universities
with special training. It’s important that
events like this be planned and organized by
the people in the community because history
is made by the people of these communities.
Trade and the economy are certainly impor-
tant but this celebration reminds us of the
value that history and culture have for Mex-
ico and its citizens and for Texas and its citi-
zens. The people in this community have
taken the time and effort to celebrate our
history and culture and that is very impor-
tant because of the impact that this kind of
events have for our children and for the en-
tire community. Even though we are about a
thousand miles from Puebla where the battle
took place, this celebration still has connec-
tions and its far-reaching impact is evident
by the fact that there are people here from
the sister city of Hidalgo, Nuevo Leon, Mex-
ico, from other parts of the country, and we
even have a direct descendant of a soldier
who fought at the Battle of Puebla—the lady
who lives in South Texas, whose grandfather
fought at the battle.

Memory helps to keep our history alive.
This celebration is a memory of an impor-

tant historical event—the battle that took
place on the Cinco de Mayo. It’s important
for parents to connect the memory of that
event to our culture and history and pass it
on to our children.

This celebration, which goes back at least
55 years, keeps the memory alive of our his-
tory and our culture for the entire commu-
nity. Professor Americo Paredes, who died
two years ago, said the Mexican experience
in Texas is part of the story of ‘‘Greater
Mexico.’’ In his works 50 years ago Professor
Paredes explained how cultural influences,
such as language, music, the corridos, that
are familiar to us, theater, and other factors
made Texas a part of ‘‘Greater Mexico.’’
Today we see this ‘‘Greater Mexico’’ through
the flow of trade and people. I look at the
Rio Grande not as a political boundary but
as a bridge between two peoples and two cul-
tures. The Rio Grande is a bridge that con-
nects us together rather than divides us. For
us in Texas especially, ‘‘Greater Mexico’’ is
part of our daily lives. In fact our roots can
be traced to Coabuila from which the Span-
ish colonization of the provincia de Los
Tejas proceeded. As a matter of fact, the set-
tlers initially called this land, Texas, Las
Nuevas Filipinas (in honor of King Philip of
Spain). Nuevo Leon and Nuevo Santander
also helped colonize Texas by sending set-
tlers. So as we can see, the history of Texas
is connected to Mexico in different ways.

In Zaragoza we have a Tejano who is a hero
of Mexico. Ignacio de Zaragoza was born in
this little village, in this pueblito in Texas
but his work, his values and his love were for
his country, his patria, instead of for
Santiago Vidaurri, the strongman of Nuevo
Leon. Through his mother, who was part of
the Seguins of San Antonio, he was a multi-
generation citizen of Texas. Ignacio de
Zaragoza was a Texan of Hispanic origin, a
son of Texas who moved with his father to
the lower Valley and then to Nuevo Leon.
The legacy of General Zaragoza is the value
and worth that his life gives to our history
and culture. That is what this community is
celebrating today.

Thank you very much. I hope you have a
good day.

f

EXPRESSING SORROW AT THE UN-
TIMELY PASSING OF STEVE
GREEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take this time to talk about a great
loss to San Diego, a great loss to jour-
nalism and a great loss to our Nation,
and that is the untimely passing of
Steve Green of Copley Press.

Steve had a long career in jour-
nalism. He worked as a reporter for the
old Washington Star. He used to get
the scoop on his better-financed opposi-
tion and adversaries in the Washington
Post. He later went on to the Wash-
ington Post and worked for them dur-
ing the Watergate period and was the
kind of guy who really knew how to get
a scoop, how to follow a story until he
got everything out of that story.

He later went to work for Copley
Press and was ultimately the bureau
chief in the Washington Bureau of
Copley Press, and it was there that I
and the other members of the San
Diego delegation and lot of other folks
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in politics in Washington, D.C. got to
know Steve.

The reason I am talking about Steve
today is because I think that Steve
Green represented the very best of one
of the most important aspects of this
democracy, and that is journalism.

Steve was a guy who was in the mid-
dle, in the heart of a lot of the very
fundamental, earthshaking events in
the last 34 years in Washington, D.C.,
and he was in the middle of the Water-
gate scandal. He covered a lot of na-
tional stories that had a great deal of
importance to this country and to this
town.

After he left the position of bureau
chief for Copley, he went on to become
the editor who covered the Pentagon
and the United States military, a very,
very important issue, especially for
those of us from San Diego.

Throughout this stint of covering
very important issues, issues which
often revealed the sordid side of poli-
tics, like the bribery scandals and, to
some degree, the Watergate scandal,
Steve Green was a real person, was a
real human being.

He was a guy who had a great sense
of humor, a great sense of evenness, a
great sense of decency. And those peo-
ple, people with good hearts, are very
important to this democracy, espe-
cially in a position in the center of
journalism in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, I got to know Steve
when he was covering the San Diego
congressional delegation, and you no-
ticed in Steve’s stories, Steve was a
guy who got all the details. You could
not pull the wool over his eyes. He
knew what was going on, and he always
kind of knew the story behind the
story.

He also wrote those stories in a way
that was very even, very fair-handed,
without an agenda, and I think with a
little sense of humor also, and with a
sense of civility.

b 1515

With this entire city searching for ci-
vility and, of course, the President ask-
ing for it and using that as a trade-
mark for this new administration, it is
guys like Steve Green in Copley Press
who really manifest that civility, be-
cause they do it in writing evenhanded
stories and portraying to the great
public out there what is really hap-
pening in Washington, D.C.

While sometimes there are sordid
sides and bad sides for the story and
stories that reveal some of the darker
parts of human nature, he also liked to
write a story that would reveal the bet-
ter sides of human nature and justice
and triumph in the end and the good
things about America.

To be able to cover this period in
which a lot of journalists turn to cyni-
cism when looking at Washington, D.C.
and this great Capitol, this people’s
House, to remember Steve Green sit-
ting here in the Speaker’s lobby with
his pencil and his paper out taking an
interview after a vote on the floor or

after something happened, and doing it
in his evenhanded manner, his opti-
mistic manner, always looking for the
good aspect of the story was something
that was very important to myself and
to the other Members of the congres-
sional delegation.

So Steve passed away, Mr. Speaker.
He leaves a great legacy for Copley
Press and for anybody who wants to be
a journalist and cover the great na-
tional theater of action which is in
Washington, D.C. with the Congress
and the President and all of the aspects
of a new administration like the one
that is in place right now.

In fact, Alison, his daughter, sent me
a few notes on Steve’s life the other
night, and I could tell from her con-
versation that she is kind of a chip off
the old block. But he leaves Ginny. His
widow is a wonderful lady. We all wish
all the best to Steve’s family.

f

EDUCATION BUDGET AND VALUES
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

TOOMEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about education, the
budget, and something those of us in
North Carolina call North Carolina val-
ues.

Mr. Speaker, we have often heard
that the projected budget surplus, as-
suming it materializes like predicted,
is the people’s money. Of course it is. It
is the people’s money. We agree on
that. It should be spent on the people’s
priorities. The budget must reflect the
values of the American people. It must
affirm their long-term dreams and help
them meet their daily needs.

This Congress should invest in a bet-
ter future for the American people. We
must build the human infrastructure.
We need for an economy that creates
the opportunity for prosperity for all
Americans who are willing to work for
it.

We must invest in long-term research
in science and technology and engi-
neering that will yield a long-term ben-
efit but may not be seen as benefiting
a short-term political gain. But it cer-
tainly will produce a strong economy
down the road.

We must invest in education and life-
long learning so that Americans will
have the most skilled work force in the
world and continue to exert global eco-
nomic leadership. We must repair the
torn farm safety net so that farm fami-
lies will have the opportunity, not only
to survive, but to thrive.

Unfortunately, this House today
passed along party lines a budget full
of missed opportunities and misplaced
priorities. Do not get me wrong. I
strongly support responsible tax relief
for working families in America. But
this budget will run our economy in
the ditch, and it will turn us to the
days of large budget deficits, economic
stagnation, high unemployment, and,
yes, inflation.

I come from North Carolina, and we
say North Carolina values call for bal-
ancing your budget every year and re-
sponsible policies. But this budget
sends us on a river boat gamble with
America’s future.

Mr. Speaker, the other day I visited
Anderson Creek Elementary School in
my home county in North Carolina,
and I saw the good work they are doing
every day to prepare for a bright future
in this country for those children. We
are blessed with some of the most won-
derful teachers and staff and dedicated
parents and, yes, bright, hard-working
students at Anderson Creek.

They are going like gang busters on a
program we call Key to the Future. It
is a reading award we give out each
year. Here are some of the totals, and
I would like to share with my col-
leagues what good work is being done
on the ground out there where teachers
work every day.

At Anderson Creek, of the 683 stu-
dents enrolled this year, 500 one of
those students have read more than 100
books on their own with their parents
in the evening. In the kindergarten
class alone, they read 24,883 books. In
the first grade, they have read 37,514
books. In the second grade, the stu-
dents have read 40,130 books.

As a former county commissioner,
State legislator and two-term elected
State superintendent, it does my heart
good to see local communities throw-
ing themselves into the education ef-
fort. It holds so much promise for a
bright future for these children and for
all the rest of us.

Mr. Speaker, the folks in Anderson
Creek demonstrated the kind of prior-
ities that Congress ought to be adopt-
ing. We should forgo the short-term ap-
peal of an easy path and choose, in-
stead, the right path. It takes vision
and hard work, but in the end, the pay-
off is well worth the effort.

We missed an opportunity today to
put money in the budget for school
construction. I will talk about that at
another time. But those are the kind of
values that the people of North Caro-
lina sent me to Congress to represent,
and those are the values this Congress
should embrace when making impor-
tant decisions on the budget, taxes,
and appropriations.

Today’s vote was, unfortunately, a
big step in the wrong direction. But,
hopefully, Congress will get its prior-
ities straight and enact policies that
honor what I call North Carolina val-
ues and reflect the kind of priorities
that the American people truly want
and expect us to deal with.

f

CLEVELAND PASSES ISSUE 14; A
BOND TO FIX CRUMBLING
SCHOOLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, May 8, the voters of the City
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